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Zewail City of Science and Technology is a nonprofit, independent institution of 

learning, research and innovation. The concept of the City was proposed in 1999 

and its cornerstone laid on January 1, 2000. After many delays in its establishment, 

the January 25, 2011 Revolution brought a revival to the project with an Egyptian 

Cabinet of Ministers’ decree on May 11, 2011. The initiative, National Project for 

Scientific Renaissance, was named by the Cabinet “Zewail City of Science and 

Technology”.

The City was officially inaugurated on November 1, 2011.



For millennia, Egypt has made significant contributions to the progress of mankind 
and to the advancement of society. As a cradle of civilization and a beacon of 
knowledge, Egypt was a leader in scientific discoveries and innovations that 
defined the foundations of many fields including astronomy, chemistry, medicine, 
and of course engineering whose supremacy can still be seen today in the majestic 
architecture of the Pyramids and Karnak. 

Indeed, Egypt is a living testimony to the nexus between the power of knowledge 
and the progress of society.

Nearly a thousand years ago, the Islamic civilization paved the way to the European Renaissance through 
contributions of scientific knowledge, and only two centuries ago under the visionary leadership of 
Mohammed Ali, Modern Egypt underwent a renaissance in education, culture, and industry through 
interactions with Europe. Egypt became a regional industrial and military superpower, and reforms in 
education were crucial elements that brought about the renaissance.

At present, however, the contributions of Egypt and the Arab world to science and technology, and to 
knowledge-based economic productivity, are modest if not minor on the global level. 

Post-revolution, a key to moving forward is building confidence among Egyptians with an immediate 
“National Project” that captures their imagination and symbolizes what the future can bring. Just as the 
Aswan Dam provided the power to build the industrial base, the National Project - in this age of science - 
must provide the power for the mind, as “Knowledge is the Light of Life”!

Now after 12 years of political obstacles, the January 25th revolution has enabled us of reviving the National 
Project for scientific renaissance which was last year decreed by the government as “Zewail City of Science 
and Technology”, a project supported by the people for the benefits of the people.

Zewail City of Science and Technology is a nonprofit organization designed to bring about modern 
education of science and technology that enables state-of-the-art research and innovation, which in turn 
increases national productivity at the international level.

Even with the present economic hardships, Egyptians have decided to invest in the future with billions 
of Egyptian Pounds contributed as land and buildings for the project. Egyptians inside and outside the 
country are continuing to make donations to the City, from 10 pounds by the children of this nation to 250 
million pounds from great Egyptians, Dr. Hassan Abbass Helmy. Equally important is the support obtained 
from national foundations in Egypt, which began with a contribution of 250 million pounds from the 
National Bank of Egypt and scholarships from Misr El Kheir and CIB Foundations.

The youth of the revolution - known as Zewail City Friends - have played an important role in the fund 
raising campaign; they are nearly a quarter of a million members on Facebook, only in a few months. 

In the national campaign, our goal is to reach a $2 billion endowment that will ensure the long-term success 
and independence of the project.

In the few months since inauguration on November 1st 2011, the City was able to attract a large number of 
faculty and researchers for the different centers of research, so far to initiate the following areas: aging and 
associated diseases; theoretical physics and astrophysics; nanoelectronics; MEMS, devices and materials 
which have applications in the medical and electronics industries.

We are now preparing for the admission of students to “Zewail University” and are pleased that Professor 
Dr. Sherif Sedky is leading the academic and administrative structures to begin classes in September of this 
year. 

We have also appointed an effective team of staff at the City, and both the administrative building in Garden 
City and the campus in the 6th October City, at the outskirts of Cairo, are now operational.

Despite all of these achievements we still have many challenges, but numerous opportunities are expected 
to rise and to propel the national productivity into a world-class level.

With the commitments of Egyptians to this National Project, together with the cooperation with other 
research and educational institutions in the country, I am confidant that we will succeed and prove the 
city’s motto “Egypt Can” during this historic epoch of Arab Awakening.

Dr. Ahmed Zewail

Words from the Chairman



Overview

The concept of Zewail City of Science and Technology originated in 1999. Dr Ahmed 
Zewail presented the idea and the road map for the Project to then-President 
Hosni Mubarak on the occasion of Egypt’s celebrations of Dr Zewail’s Nobel Prize in 
Chemistry. Shortly after this meeting, 
300 acres were assigned to what was 
then called the Zewail Foundation 
for Science and Technology. The 
cornerstone was laid on January 1, 
2000 in the presence of then-Prime 
Minister (PM) Atef Ebeid in 6th of 
October City just outside Cairo. Ebeid 
also appropriated a building to the 
Project in Cairo’s Garden City for the 
Board and administration functions.

Shortly afterwards, the subsequent Prime Minister of Egypt, Dr Ahmed Nazif, 
dedicated 127 acres out of this same land to build a private university. Due to legal 
violations, this land was returned to the government when PM Ahmed Shafik was 
the head of the Cabinet. On May 11, 2011, after Egypt’s January 25 Revolution, the 
Cabinet of Ministers , led by PM Essam Sharaf, issued a decree reassigning the land 
and buildings to the Zewail City of Science and Technology, establishing it as the 
National Project for Scientific Renaissance.Inauguration of Zewail City of Science and Technology, November 1, 2011.



Zewail City 
Mission

Zewail City of Science and 
Technology with its three 
constituents – the university, 
research institutes, and 
technology park – is designed to 
bring about effective participation 
in 21st Century science, to elevate 
local technologies to the world 
level, and to increase national 
productivity.

We aim to contribute to building a 
knowledge-based society founded 
on creative thinking by providing 
a merit-based education and 
engaging with the public-at-large.



Zewail City Values

�� MERIT

The ability to perform with excellence, professionalism, and high ethical 
conduct are the basis for employment and promotion.

�� TRANSPARENCY

A clear vision supported by transparent strategies, policies, procedures, 
and results ensures accountability.

�� INDEPENDENCE

Independent governance paves the way for independent thinking and 
innovation.

�� COLLABORATION

Science benefits greatly from collaborations among colleagues in local 
institutions and at the international level; across disciplines; and in 
partnership with society and industry.

�� IMPACT AND ENGAGEMENT

Society benefits from science and the scientific approach, not only in 
increasing national productivity but also in fostering national pride and 
cultural development.



Structure

Zewail City of Science and Technology has three essential sub-structures that are 
interlinked, but each with a separate mission:

�� the core university (U) for advanced learning;

�� the research institutes (RI) for excellence in research and development;

�� and a technology park, the Technology Pyramid (TP), for the transfer of 
technology to national Gross Domestic Product (GDP) in the global market.

In addition, there will be a think tank center for strategic studies of large-scale 
national projects and the assessment of the benefits and risks involved.

The three sub-structures are planned to be coherently interactive for optimum 
collaboration and benefit, both scientifically and physically. Such a structure 
offers students and researchers the best possible environment for learning and 
contributing to the creation of new knowledge.

Zewail City will not be an isolated island of excellence. 
It will coordinate and cooperate with universities and 
research centers nationally and in other countries. 
Collaborations will be established between Zewail 
City and other institutions for the enhancement 
of national productivity. The City will also be the 
medium for partnerships in science, technology, 
engineering, and mathematics (STEM) education.
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Zewail University is a science and 
technology educational institution that 
will carefully train selected students 
in basic state-of-the-art science and 
engineering and offer them hands-on 
research opportunities.

The total number of students will not 
exceed 5000 and any increase must be 
unanimously approved by the Board of 
Trustees. The university will be equipped 
with the most advanced tools and 
laboratories.

Zewail University campus will enjoy 
self-sufficiency with a real scientific 
environment to encourage the exchange 
of ideas and scholarly discourse. Given its 
independent and non-profit status, the 
university policy is guided by merit-based 
admission with financial aid for students 
with limited means. The university will 
preserve the national culture and values 
with a futuristic outlook on the world.

The basic academic structure includes both 
undergraduate and graduate programs 
with a new, versatile and multi-disciplinary 
approach.

In the undergraduate program, the focus 
will be on the basic sciences (mathematics, 
physics, chemistry, biology, engineering, 
economics, etc.) at the highest level in 
addition to an integrated curriculum 
designed for multi-disciplinary learning in 
modern sciences. Beginning students, in 
their first years at the university, will engage 
in an intense program of science courses, 
as well as courses in the humanities 
and social sciences. Fluency in English 
is required and, if needed, classes will be 
given in the first year to aid students.

The initial preparation received by students 
in these beginning years will, once they 
pass a qualifying examination, make them 
eligible for admission to the advanced 
program of the university, which will 

prepare students for specialization in the 
various fields of science, engineering, and 
related areas. The students will be offered 
a menu of specialization in advanced 
research frontiers that are conducted in 
Zewail City’s research institutes.

For graduate studies, the research will 
be conducted in one of Zewail City’s many 
research centers in the various institutes 
which are summarized and highlighted in 
the following pages. 

On February 28, 2012, Dr Sherif Sedky accepted his 

appointment as Founding Provost at Zewail University. Sedky 

previously held the position of Director of the Science and 

Technology Research Center at the American University in 

Cairo (AUC) in addition to his positions as Professor of Physics 

and Associate Dean for Graduate Studies and Research at AUC. 

His appointment officially began April 1, 2012. 

In his position as the Chief Academic Officer (CAO), Sedky will be involved in 

structuring the Zewail University broad curriculum and in developing the general 

framework for STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering and Math) education at the 

University. Additionally, with his group, he will incubate research at Zewail City in the 

general field of micro-electronics and devices with various applications in materials 

science and biomedical sciences.

Zewail University



Zewail University

Studying at the University

Zewail University is part of a compound city aiming at integrating education and 

research with the real market at the international level.    

The university is committed to providing the appropriate environment that will 

attract high caliber students, staff and faculty. 

The curriculum at the University is structured in such a way that allows admitted 

students to build a solid foundation in Science, Technology, Engineering and 

Mathematics (STEM). That’s why in the first year of admission students will take 

nearly 40 credit hours of Physics, Chemistry, Biology, Mathematics, Technology 

and Engineering. To proceed to the second year students should have satisfactory 

scores in all basic science courses. At this stage, the student has the option of either 

following an “Engineering track” or a “Science track”. The specialization in each track 

has been carefully selected to reflect sciences of the 21st century and those of the 

research centers where students will be introduced to actual hands-on research.  

Both Engineering and Science majors have credit hours in the curriculum devoted to 

humanities and social sciences. These include courses in Arabic, Arab World History, 

Communication Skills, Literature, Management, Philosophical Thinking, and relevant 

courses in Management and Business Administration.  

In addition to the structured core and major course experience, the student at Zewail 
University will experience a rich scholarly activity and exposure as distinguished 
visitors, including 6 Nobel laureates on the board of trustees, will be involved in 
knowledge exchange and lectureships.

Curriculum Structure 
Core Courses (39 Cr.) 

(STEM Based) First Year 

Science Majors 
Space and Information Technology 

Renewable Energy Engineering 

Environmental Engineering 

Nanotechnology Engineering 

Cosmology 

Nanosciences 

Biomedical Science 

Engineering Majors Humanities and Social Sciences (27 Cr.) 

Four Years 126 Cr. Three Years 95 Cr. 

Intellectual Property, Technology Transfer & 
Commercialization (3 Cr.) 

Materials science 



Zewail City’s Board of Trustees has so far approved the establishment of seven institutes 
representing the following research frontiers:

�� Helmy Institute for Medical Sciences (HIMS)

�� Center for Aging and Associated Diseases

�� Institute for Nanoscience and Informatics (INI)

�� Center for Nanoelectronics and Devices

�� Institute for Imaging and Visualization (IIV)

�� Center for Imaging and Fabrications

�� Institute for Energy, Environment and Space (IEES)

�� Institute for Economics and Global Affairs (IEGA)

�� Institute for Virtual Education (IVE)

�� Institute for Basic Sciences (IBS)

�� Center for Theoretical Physics

This structure represents the planned initiatives at Zewail City of Science and 

Technology, which will evolve to include additional institutes as further progress is made 

and as dictated by changes in the scientific landscape worldwide. The most significant 

criteria for selecting new institutes will be the quality of researchers involved and the 

availability of sustainable funding for research in an intellectually free environment.

Graduate studies research will be conducted in Zewail City’s research institutes. Research 

will be conducted at the highest level, with the aim of ultimately reaching the level of 

institutes such as the Max Planck Institutes in Germany. These institutes will be dedicated 

to broad but interrelated scientific and technological disciplines. Some fields of research 

will be particularly relevant to the needs of Egypt and the region. These include R&D in 

energy, information technology, medicine, and other areas relating to water resources 

and global climate change.

In the initial phase, there will be up to twelve research institutes. With the passage of time 

and beyond its first decade, there may appear the need to create new research institutes, 

but the uniqueness and distinction of the institution must be strictly maintained. Zewail 

University and the research institutes must also be engaged with and evaluated at the 

international level, accepting participation of students and researchers independent of 

ethnicity, race or religion. However, priority will be given to Egyptian students and scholars.

Research Institutes



Center for Theoretical Physics

The Center for Theoretical Physics was inaugurated in February 2012 as the first of a series of 

research institutes to be hosted by Zewail City of Science and Technology. Its primary aims are 

excellence in advanced research, the training of students and fellows, and providing a forum 

connecting the larger physics community to its Egyptian counterpart .

The Center is led by Dr Shaaban Khalil, a 

prominent high energy physicist who is 

known for his significant contributions to the 

understanding of new phenomena beyond 

the Standard Model of particle physics. 

Current research at the Center is focused on 

understanding phenomena of the universe 

and these include: theoretical aspects and 

phenomenology of elementary particle models; 

cosmology and the early universe; the nature of 

dark matter, and the formation and evolution of galaxies, clusters and large scale structures in the 

universe. Several faculty members are also involved in the CMS experiment at the Large Hadron 

Collider at CERN, which aims at testing the Standard Model of particle physics and searching for 

new physics beyond it.

Center for Aging and Associated Diseases

The Center for Aging and Associated Diseases was established under the leadership of Dr Sameh 

Ali, who held the position of assistant professor in the department of medicine at the University of 

California in San Diego.  

Dr. Ali begins his work at Zewail City on 

July 1, 2012.

This cutting-edge research center 

is  designed to promote and 

facilitate basic aging research. It 

employs nontraditional, exceptionally 

informative, cellular and animal 

models to investigate the rate of 

aging. 

The researchers at the center will also 

investigate molecular mechanisms that control the rate of aging with the ultimate goal of 

uncovering the mechanisms of age-associated diseases including cancer, diabetes, pulmonary 

hypertension, cardiovascular diseases, and cognitive decline. 

Research Institutes



Center for Nanoelectronics and Devices

The consumer electronics industry has generated revenues in excess of a trillion dollars in 

2011.  The revenues of this industry have been growing steadily over the past four decades 

despite market fluctuations. Although Egypt’s share in this industry, thus far, is very limited, 

with planning and vision, this industry can be developed significantly to increase the national 

income, opening up opportunities for high tech jobs and supporting the region’s movement 

into the knowledge-based economy.

The electronics industry is based on integrating a 

multitude of transistors on a single chip. The size of 

transistors has been decreasing steadily over the past 

four decades, from few micrometers to currently 22 

nanometers and soon to 7 nanometers, approaching 

the atomic size. As a result, with time, we can integrate 

more transistors (functionality) on a single chip. 

Currently, we can integrate 2 billion transistors on a 

chip area of an inch square. Soon, we will be able to 

integrate 30 billion transistors on a single chip. 

These nanoscale devices crammed on very dense chips represent systems that are physically 

very challenging to model and design, and more-than-ever there is a need for highly educated 

and skilled workforce in this area.

The main barrier to entry in this field is knowledge, even over money. The required advanced 

science will directly be incorporated to enable the production of commercial products such 

as processors, cell phones, and other electronic equipments, representing a huge economic 

value. 

The goal of the Center is to help create the environment for the 

electronics industry in the country and to prepare a highly trained 

individuals that provide the leadership for this industry. In so 

doing, the Center will seek strong ties to international and local 

industry in this area. Already, strong relations do exist with Intel 

and Mentor Graphics as well as with several local companies.

In addition to integrating more transistors on a single chip, another axis of importance is to 

integrate with electronics new types of devices on the same chip. Examples are: Mico-Electro-

Mechanical devices, bio-chips, microfluidics, antennas, etc. By integrating these heterogeneous 

technologies, new devices result. 

The goal is to provide solutions to grand challenges in the areas of health, water, renewable 

energy, among others. The Center will collaborate with other groups at Zewail City, AUC, 

Egyptian public universities and centers, and internationally, on these interdisciplinary 

applications.

Research Institutes



Center for Imaging and Fabrication

A main objective of Zewail City is to bridge the gap between academia and the industry. 

An important dimension for transforming research outcome to industrial applications is to 

acquire the capability and expertise for designing, modeling, fabricating and characterizing 

miniaturized devices that can impact the modern industrial sector.

The Center for Imaging and Fabrication will host state-of-the-art fabrication and imaging 

facilities that enable the realization of miniaturized devices suitable for a broad range of 

applications, which include, but not limited to, medical applications, automotive industry, 

space applications, and energy harvesting.

Of particular focus is the development of novel 

micro/nano electromechanical systems (MEMS/

NEMS) that offer a cost effective solution for 

essential problems which are affecting our daily 

life and the society at large, such as diagnostics 

of endemic diseases, detections of toxic heavy 

metals in water, treatment of cancer, and energy 

generation. These and other strategic devices will 

help the development of new industries in Egypt.

Research Institutes

In his celeberated book “Kitab al-Manazir”, the “Book of Optics”, al-Hasan ibn al-Haytham (Latinized as 
Alhacen or Alhazen) coined the Arabic expression “al-bayt al-muzlim”, which literally means “dark room” (or 
camera obscura in Latin).  Besides this and related work, Alhazen made revolutionary contributions to the 
science of vision and imaging. Adapted from the book by A.H. Zewail and J.M. Thomas, imperial college 
press, London (2009).



The Technology Pyramid is a technology park that will constitute 

the area of confluence between R&D and the market. The Pyramid 

has two primary functions. It will provide gifted graduates and 

technology entrepreneurs the opportunity to incubate and 

develop new technologies and industries. Zewail City of Science 

and Technology will provide some financial assistance and 

appropriate space on a contractual basis to enhance the level of 

entrepreneurship and the establishment of new industries.

Equally important, the Technology Pyramid will provide the 

opportunity for research cooperation with various sectors of 

technologically advanced industries. Many of these will have a 

presence at Zewail City, especially those that are of mutual benefit 

in R&D. Such services will aid in the building of a technology base 

and, just as importantly, in retaining gifted young people in the 

country. In the long term, the Pyramid should generate, through 

joint agreements, a considerable source of revenue for Zewail City.

As part of its national service, Zewail City of Science and 

Technology will include a center for strategic studies of major 

projects of development and for the assessment of national risks. 

A study group of local and international experts will be involved 

in each case providing scientific analyses at the highest level 

of professionalism. Examples include case studies of national 

education, eradication of illiteracy, road and train transportation 

across the country, the development of desert land, and the future 

of water and energy supplies.

The risks facing the country and the region are numerous and 

studies should be made of, for example, the acquiring of nuclear 

energy for peaceful applications and the effect of nuclear disasters, 

the spread of viruses, the scarcity of water, and the erosion of the 

Delta region, among others. The reports, funded by fees and with 

total independence and transparency, will be made available to 

policymakers through contractual agreements.

Technology Pyramid Think Tank Center



Affiliated Networks

As part of its national networking in R&D, Zewail City of Science and Technology will 
oversee the Alexandria Center for Research and Training in Pharmaceuticals. This 
Center will be built and financed by Pharco Group and will operate as a foundation 
for the translation of pharmaceuticals from the drug design stage to practical 
applications. Scientists of the highest caliber will be involved, and the new tools of 
genetics and molecular biology will be advanced at the Center.

Collaborations with already-existing centers are also part of our R&D networking 
plan. So far, the Urology and Nephrology Center in Mansoura and the Aswan Heart 
Center have been the focus of these collaborations, through discussions with Dr 
Mohamed Ghoneim and Dr Magdi Yacoub, respectively. In the future, other centers 
will be part of the network, especially when the R&D directions of Zewail City 
become well established.

Cooperation with public and private universities has begun and already a center in 
nanoelectronics has been established jointly between Zewail City and the American 
University in Cairo.

Zewail City is also currently exploring new avenues of cooperation with the Ministry 
of Higher Education and Scientific Research, the Ministry of Communication and 
Information Technology, and the Ministry of Housing, Infrastructure, and New 
Communities. 



 

Zewail City Friends

On June 2, 2011, a group of Egyptian youth established an Arabic language 

Facebook page called “Zewail City Friends” as an immediate answer to Dr Ahmed 

Zewail’s call for Egyptians to support the City. Within five days, 140,000 people 

joined the page.

Zewail City Friends quickly organized themselves into an elected board and 

provincial committees. Their goals are to spread awareness about Zewail City, to 

encourage Egyptians to support the City by donating to account number 1000/1000 

in any bank in Egypt, and to provide coverage of Zewail City progress.

“We are simply a group of Egyptian youth who are eager to witness a renaissance 

in Egyptian society,” write Zewail City Friends on their Facebook page. “[Zewail City 

of Science and Technology] forms a step in this direction. This is why we decided to 

create this Facebook page as a means to support the project.”

Zewail City Friends are a group of youth volunteers. On their page they clearly 

state that they do not represent Dr Zewail, Zewail City staff or the City in any way. 

Although they do campaign for donations to Zewail City, they do not collect them 

personally. Rather, they request that all donations be directed to account number 

1000/1000 in the name of Zewail City of Science and Technology.

On February 24, 2012, more than 600 representative members of Zewail City Friends 
gathered in the main auditorium at the City’s campus in 6th of October City to be 
honored by Dr Ahmed Zewail for months of volunteer work in support of Zewail City.

In the spirit of the new Egypt, Zewail City will include a Youth Council in its 
governing structure that will play a significant advisory role. Representatives of 
Zewail City Friends as well as the student body of the City will meet with the 
administration for the City to benefit from their aspirations and perspectives and 
to identify opportunities and challenges.



Board of Trustees

Zewail City of Science and Technology is governed by a Board of Trustees comprised 
of a distinguished group of individuals.

The list includes six Nobel Laureates in physics, chemistry, medicine and economics; 
the current president of Caltech; the current president of the U.S. National Academy 
of Engineering (and former president of MIT); the president of the Chinese Academy 
of Sciences; and world-renowned scientists, medical doctors, engineers, economists 
and entrepreneurs.

Following are the names and affiliations of the founding international and national 
personalities involved.



AL-HAMAD, Abdulatif (Mr) 
Director General / Chairman of the Board of Directors 

Arab Fund for Economic and Social Development (State of Kuwait)

ANDERSON, Lisa 
President, American University in Cairo (Egypt)

BAI, Chunli (Dr) 
President, Chinese Academy of Sciences 

Professor, CAS Nanostructure & Nanotechnology (P.R. China)

BERGGRUEN, Nicolas (Mr) 
Chairman, Berggruen Holdings 

Chairman, 21st Century Council, Nicolas Berggruen Institute (USA)

BLOBEL, Gunter (Dr) 
1999 Nobel Laureate in Physiology 

Professor, Rockefeller University (USA)

CHAMEAU, Jean-Lou (Dr) 
President 

California Institute of Technology, (USA)

ELACHI, Charles (Dr) 
Director, NASA Jet Propulsion Laboratory 

Professor, California Institute of Technology (USA)  

EL-ERIAN, Mohamed (Dr) 
CEO / Co-Chief Investment Officer 

Pacific Investment Management Company, LLC (USA)

ERNST, Richard R. (Dr) 
1991 Nobel Laureate in Chemistry 

Professor, Eidgenössische Technische Hochschule (Switzerland)

HÄNSCH, Theodor (Dr) 
2005 Nobel Laureate in Physics 

Director, Max-Planck-Institut für Quantenoptik (Germany) 

Founding International Board Members Founding International Board Members



SPENCE, Michael (Dr) 
2001 Nobel Memorial Prize in Economic Sciences 

Professor, New York University Stern School of Business (USA)

THOMAS, Sir John Meurig (Dr) 
Professor, University of Cambridge 

Former Director of the Royal Institution (UK)

VEST, Charles (Dr) 
President, National Academy of Engineering 

President Emeritus, Massachusetts Institute of Technology (USA)

YACOUB, Sir Magdi (Dr) 
Professor, Imperial College 

Magdi Yacoub Heart Foundation (UK)

YOUNESS, Amre (Mr) 
CEO, International Mineral Resources (UK) 

Chairman, Samancor Chrome; Chairman, Shaft Sinkers (South Africa)

ABOULGHAR, Mohamed (Dr) 
Professor, Cairo University 

Clinical Director, The Egyptian IVF-ET Center (Egypt)

AMER, Tarek 
Chairman, National Bank of Egypt 

Member of the Board, Central Bank of Egypt

EL-BAZ, Farouk (Dr) 
Director, Center for Remote Sensing 

Boston University (USA)

EL-NADI, Lotfia (Dr) 
Vice Director, International Center of Science and Applied Studies for 

High Density Short Pulse Lasers (Egypt)

EL-SAYED, Mostafa (Dr) 
Director, Laser Dynamics Laboratory 

Georgia Institute of Technology (USA)

Founding International Board Members Founding Executive Board Members



GALAL, Ahmed (Dr) 
Managing Director 

Economic Research Forum for the Arab Countries (Egypt)

GHONEIM, Mohamed (Dr) 
Director, Urology and Nephrology Center 

Professor, Mansoura University (Egypt)

OKASHA, Ahmed (Dr) 
Okasha Institute of Psychiatry, Ain Shams University 

President, Egyptian Psychiatric Association (Egypt)

SAOUD, Mohamed Fathi (Dr) 
President of Qatar Foundation for Education, Science and Community 

Development (Qatar/Egypt)

ZULFICAR, Mona (Ms) 
Founding Partner and Chair of Executive Committee 

Zulficar and Partners (Egypt)

ZEWAIL, Ahmed (Dr) 
1999 Nobel Laureate in Chemistry 

Director, Physical Biology Center, Caltech (USA)

Founding Executive Board Members Chairman of the Board

Founding Executive Board Members in front of the City building in Garden City, Cairo, Egypt.



Since the decree of approval by the 

government on May 11, 2011, Zewail 

City’s Chairman of the Board, Dr Ahmed 

Zewail, has initiated a national fundraising 

campaign called “Egypt Can”. So far, 

Egyptians, both inside the country and 

abroad, have participated in supporting 

Zewail City with individual donations 

ranging from 10 Egyptian Pounds (EGP) to 

250 million EGP. The goal of Zewail City is 

to reach a US $1 billion endowment and 

a US $1 billion fund for the building and 

operation of the City.

The financial support for the university 

and research institutes will come from 

private donations, tuition, and line item 

R&D government annual funding. Tuition 

fees will contribute to the basic operating 

costs of the university. A scholarship 

program will be established to support 

exceptional students in a merit-based 

system. Donations and dividends from the 

endowment will be directed mostly to the 

R&D activities in the research institutes.

The first institute established at Zewail 

City, supported by a generous donation 

of 250 million EGP, will be named, as 

approved by the Board, the Helmy Institute 

of Medical Sciences in appreciation of Dr 

Hassan Abbas Helmy’s contribution to this 

National Project for Egypt’s future.

A special endowment has been set up for 

the City called the Fund for Renaissance in 

Education and Development (READ). Many 

donations have been made to this fund 

including two significant contributions 

from Egyptians living abroad. Zewail City 

also recently signed a memorandum of 

understanding with the National Bank of 

Egypt, whose Board has committed 250 million 

EGP to the City. Zewail City’s Board hopes to 

reach the desired level of endowment by 

the end of the campaign period.

Zewail City has recently signed an MoU with 

Misr El Kheir Foundation, CIB Foundation 

and is in the process of finalizing similar 

agreements with other institutions.

Financial Resources
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their lives we dedicate the fruits of this initiative.

•	 We thank the Egyptian People who are continuing to donate and 
participate in building Egypt’s future.

•	 We wish to acknowledge the following individuals who donated 
significantly to the City: Dr. Hassan Abbas Helmy, Dr. Mohamed El-
Erian, Dr. Bahaa El-Shaarany, Mr. Mohamed El-Amin, Mr. Yashar Helmy 
and Mr. Hussein Al-Etrebi.

•	 We are also grateful to many national organizations who donated 
generously to the City:  National Bank of Egypt, CIB Foundation, 
Dreamland and The Arab Contractors.

•	 Special thanks to His Eminence, Dr. Ali Gomaa, the Grand Mufti, for 
issuing a fatwa allowing the use of zakat money for donations to Zewail 
City and for the joint partnership with Misr El-Kheir Foundation.

Donations made from across the Country and from Egyptians abroad 
will be listed in a “Record Book” that will be displayed and treasured for 
history.

Donate to Egypt’s Future
“Egypt Can”

 � To donate to Zewail City of Science and Technology from 
inside Egypt

Visit any bank branch within Egypt and donate to: 
Account number: 10001000 
Account name: Zewail City of Science and Technology

 � To donate from outside Egypt

Bank Name: Central Bank of Egypt 
Account number: 10001000 
Account name: Zewail City of Science and Technology 
Swift Code: CBEGEGCXXXX

 � To donate online

http://www.zewailcity.edu.eg/donate



Contact Us

•	 Administration Headquarters

1 Ibrahimi Street, 
Medan El-Sheikh Youssef, 11461 
Garden City 
Cairo, Egypt 
Phone: +20 2793 3356 / 7 
Fax: +20 2793 3358

•	 Zewail City Campus

Zewail City of Science and Technology 
Sheikh Zayed District, 12588 
6th of October City 
Giza, Egypt 
Phone:+20 3851 7180 /1/ 2 
Fax: +20 2 3851 7183

•	 Email

For general queries: zewailcity@zewailcity.edu.eg  
For media queries: press@zewailcity.edu.eg 

www.zewailcity.edu.eg


